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Aspect.

was

— During

McKay.

a. B.

November, 1897, a nine-acre piece
work with peaches and plums.

of

selected for Station

hill

land

About two

acres of nearly level land lying in the northwest corner of this plat

forms the summit of the

hill.

From

eminence the surface slopes

this

gently to the south, but more abruptly to the east and to the southwest,

toward the valley which runs around the
exposure to the sun during the entire day.
Soil.

— Of

This gives a good

the two acres of nearly level land approximately one

acre in the extreme northwest corner
colored,

hill.

is

a

stiff,

poorly drained subsoil.

sticky,

heavy clay over a light
around this, from

Circling

and extending about half way down the hill, is a
zone or belt of deep, strong clay loam over an orange colored clay
east to southwest,

subsoil.
is

Around

this,

and extending almost

to the foot of the

a similarly shaped strip including the remaining orchard land.

soil in

the middle section of this strip

is

of

a

light grayish color,

what more porous than that further up the
of this last strip the soil

hill.

hill,

The
some-

Toward each end

merges into a thin reddish clay over a deeper

red subsoil.
Preparation of Land.

—For

several years before planting to trees,

cotton and corn had occupied the better portion of the land.
rest

had grown up

made

in

weeds and bushes.

But

little effort

TIiq

had been

to control surface water; consequently, several gullies of con-

siderable size

The
grading

first

and length had formed

work done was that

down bumps and uneven

in the hill side.

of grubbing, filling
surfaces.

up ditches, and

This accomplished, the

The disc harrow
soil was deepl\' broken with a two-horse turn plow.
and the smoothing harrow followed reducing clods and thoroughly
pulverizing the

soil

smooth and even as

to a considerable depth, leaving the surface as
possible.
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Trees and planting.

—

Of the nine acres in orchard, six were given
commercial section, which embraced nine hundred Elberta and
fifty Triumph peach trees.
The remaining three acres were devoted
to variety work with peaches and plums.
Excepting about two-thirds
to the

an acre in Elbertas near the top of the hill, the commercial section
occupies the lower land.
Healthy, one-year, budded trees about
four ^feet high were used.
of

;Planting^
The*^ distance^

began January 3, 1898, The method was as follows:
between each two rows of trees was approximately,
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eighteen feet, and the distance between each two trees in the row
seventeen feet. On the nearly level land the trees were set in straight

On the hillside the rows were circled round the hill. "Circling"
was done as follows: Begiiniing near the lower side of the orchard
a line of stakes was so placed as to indicate the general course of the
For the sake of convenience we will call this row
first row of trees.
Moving the leveling instrument further
of stakes a ''guide line."
up the hill, a second guide line of stakes was set; then the third, and
so on until the upper limit of the hillside was reached.
The difference
in level between each two guide lines was four feet.
The fall of each
line from the upper to the lower end was the same as that indicated
above for tree rows. eight inches to each hundred feet. The guide
lines being placed, the next step was that of making proper openings
This was accomplished with a two-horse turn
for setting the trees.
plow. Beginning at the upper end of the first guide line the plow
followed the general direction of the stakes to the lower end, and
returned to the upper end in the same furrow, thus opening a deep,
broad trench with a good quantity of loose earth on each side. To get
the proper distance for the second row of trees a rod eighteen feet long
was held between two men, the first man walking down the trench
The
just made, the second keeping pace at the other end of the rod.
plow followed immediately behind the second man and returned in
rows.

—

the sam'e furrow to the upper end, thus completing the trench for the

second row of trees. Remembering that the difference of level between
each two guide lines was four feet it must be evident that where the
slope of the hill is abrupt the distance between guide lines will be short,

and that on the more
preserve the required

gentle slopes the distance will be greater.
fall in

—on

the tree rows

To

—eight inches to the hundred

such varying surfaces, short rows must be added here and
Good judgment, of course, must be exercised in this matter of placing intermediate rows, just as in each and
every other detail in orchard work. Approaching the second guide
feet

there as necessity dictates.

row which happens to start just below or just above it
should be run approximately parallel to it. Taking this second guide
line as a starting point for another series of tree rows, work of placing
the latter continues tliroughout the hill section of the orchard as inline the tree

dicated between the

and

first

and second guide

lines.

Just before planting each tree was carefully inspected for borers,
Careful
its roots were nicely pruned to four to six inches in length.

droppers spaced the trees properly in the rows. Wliere absolute
is required, it is only necessary to place a rod of the required

accuracy
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length between two men, the one behind indicating where the last
tree was dropped, the one in front placing a tree at the other end of
the rod.

Men

followed immediately behind the droppers: and, with

worked nicely pidverized soil among the roots, firmly
Two or tliree trips on each side of the row
pressing it about the tree.
with a one-horse turn plow finished the work of planting, leaving the
trees on slightly elevated beds, and a little deeper in the soil than they
their hands,

stood in the nursery row.

—

Cultivation and cropping.
During the first season a space of three
and one half feet on each side of the rows was left for cutilvating the
The remaining space, eleven feet between each two tree rows,
trees.
was planted to sweet potatoes. From the very start, and during the
entire

growing period the

first

year, the trees were cultivated as often

was necessary to keep the soil free from grass and weeds and in the
The deep and thorough preparation before planting enabled
best tilth.
the trees to establish their root system several inches below the surface
This, I consider, a most important matter in orchard work.
of the soil.
roots become fixed at a good depth in the soil, the trees
the
larger
Once
subject
to extremes of wet and dry weather, and deep
much
less
are
when
necessary-,
may be done without injury to the roots.
cultivation,
The yield in potatoes approximated one hundred bushels to each
as

acre in trees.

Inmiediately after harvesting potatoes the entire orchard

was planted to oats and vetch, the soil being nicely ridged to the trees,
leaving an open furrow midway between each two rows for surface
Early in the spring of 1899 this cover crop was plowed
drainage.
During the second season cidtivation was done mainly with
under.
the disc harrow until the middle of July, when the orchard was planted
broadcast to cowpeas. The growth of vines was vigorous and the
Dming the second
yield of peas averaged twenty bushels per acre.
Since the end
winter the decaying peavines served as a surface cover.
of the second season the trees have so completely occupied the land
For the most part
that further cropping was deemed unnecessary'.
cultivation has continued, dmrng subsequent seasons, with disc and
smoothing harrows. Constant use of harrows tends to level the surface;
so that, in order to control smface water, it has been necessary each
fall, prior to the heavy whiter rains, to ridge the soil to the trees with
turn plows.

Pruning and fruitage.
spreading, open tops, the

— Endeavoring

first

to develop trees with low,
pruning was done just before the newly

planted trees started into growth.

Each

tree

was reduced

to a single
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stem from ten to fifteen inches in height. When the buds alon^ tliesc
stems had pushed into vigorous growtli, six to ten inclies long, tiiree
to five of the best branches near the top were left to grow, the others
being removed. From time to time during the first spring and summer,
growth was directed by simply pulling or cutting out surplus branches
.

and by pinching out the

tips of

such branches as extended beyond

proper limits, thus stopping them, and throwing more food to the

weaker parts of the tree. On good soil in our latitude, most varieties of
peaches and plums will develop more wood during the early life of
the tree than the roots can maintain in a health\' condition. At the
close of the first season the trees averaged fully six feet in height.

The pruning which
year in the orchard
orchard.

The

is,

trees should receive at the close of the first

possibly, the

most important

in the life of the

three to five branches which were started the previous

spring near the ground had,

attached to the

much

by the following

fall,

become strongly

thickened trunk from which they had grown.

Swinging out from strong, hinge-like crotches (not forks) these branches
formed the frame work, so to speak, upon which to build the future
tree.
After the leaves had fallen, and before freezing weather, these
branches were cut back one-third to one-half their length, and the side
branches, or latterals, were properly thinned, and, where too vigorous,
,

somewhat shortened.
The unusually mild weather which prevailed during late January
and early February of 1899 was followed by a blizzard, the mercury
on February 12th, dropping to nine degrees below zero. A few days
later the bark on the lower parts of the tree trunks was found to be
very

much darkened

in color;

and, from the surface of the ground almost

to the crotches of the lower branches, had so separated from the sap

wood that it might be easily pulled away from the tree by the hand.
As soon as the cold was passed the entire orchard was severely pruned,
the branches being cut back to mere stubs only a few inches in lengtli.
This heading back enabled the well developed root system to conBy
centrate its energy on a very limited wood surface above ground.

mid-summer not a

trace of

damage from

and
and the branches

the cold could be seen;

the end of the growing season found the tree trunk

attached greatly increased in size and strength, and the tops, or heads,
of the trees symmetrical and well developed.
The work of pruning the second fall was essentially the same jis
that of the first. The main branches of the current year's growth
were shortened to about half their length, and the fruit-bearing wood
was so pruned as to leave it nicely distributed tliroughout the entire
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might be well to note just here that the kind and
from year to year must be governed
by circumstances. Some varieties require more pruning than others.
Seasons when there is little or no fruit there is a greater development
Less wood is develof wood than during years of heavy fruit bearing.
oped on thin than on strong soils. The wood growth is greater during
wet than during dry seasons. Remembering that peach and plum trees
usually develop too much fruit-bearing wood, and that from the crop
of fruit buds formed this summer and fall must come the fruit of next
year, the orchardist, at the close of each season's growth or just before
vegetation begins the following spring, should endeavor to so prune
each tree as to maintain a proper balance between wood growth and

head of the
the

tree.

amount

It

of pruning necessary

fruit bearing.

During the past three years most of the pruning in the Station
orchard has been done during late winter or just before growth began
During the spring of 1903 cold weather killed the fruit
in the spring.

The following season being exceedingly favorable for tree growth,
much wood was developed. The following spring experiments were made with thinning fruit in connection with more or less
crop.

entirely too

severe pruning.

pruned.

In the commercial section alternate rows were closely

In the variety section alternate trees in the row were similarly

Thinning began when the peaches were about two-thirds
an average size peach seed. Plums were thinned when
somewhat smaller. By that time most of the defective fruit could be
On some trees no fruit was removed; on others only a small
detected.
percentage was taken; on still others considerably more than half
was pulled off. In thinning, the fruit was nicely spaced along the
branches and well distributed throughout the entire head of the tree.
treated.

as large as

Results of pruning: Size and uniformity of fruit, health and
and quality of new wood growth were alike

vigor of foliage, quantity

greatly in favor of the closely pruned trees.

trees

Recuperation aiter the
closely pruned

was more certain and more prompt on the
than on the others.

fruit harvest

Results from thinning: Much the largest percentage of small
and defective fruit was found on the unthinned trees. The yield of
salable fruit was greatest on the moderately thinned and moderately
pruned trees. The largest percentage of fancy, high priced fruit was
taken from the trees closely thinned and closely pruned. The healthiest
and, in every way, the best trees now in the orchard are those which
have been rather severely pruned and which have not been permitted
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In the system of pruning outhned, the annual
heading back tends to develop sliort, stocky strong lower branchCvS
to bear too heavily.

with similar side branches; trees which

will

support, without splitting

or breaking down, more fruit than they should be permitted to bear.
During seasons of heaviest fruitage we have used no props or supports
of

any kind.

Gathering, packing and sliipping.— The commercial orchard has
produced three crops of peaches; the first in 1901, the second in 1902
the third in 1904. In 1901 the yield, for the size and age of the trees,
was good; but, owing to the very severe drouth, which began several
weeks before the harvest and prevailed until fruit was gone, peaches
were small, poorly colored and of inferior quality. In 1902, with more
favorable weather, fruit was better and higher prices prevailed.
Last
season the yield was excellent and prices satisfactory.

In gathering

we endeavor

to get the fruit as fast as

it

to go over the orchard sufficiently often
reaches the proper stage for shipping; that

well colored and yet firm enough to be handled without
Half bushel baskets with strong handles are used in gathering.
Each peach is carefully pulled and placed in the basket as gently as
As the baskets are filled they are placed on spring
if it were an egg.
wagons and carried at once to the packing shed. Here the fruit is

is,

when

it is

bruising.

graded and properly packed for shipment, the better grades going
a package holding six one-gallon baskets;
in the six-basket crate
other grades are packed in the four-basket crate a package holding
Strictly fancy goods are so marked.
Culls,
four one-gallon baskets.
where packed for shipment, should have the word "Culls" distinctly
stamped on each end of the crates. Nothing has more to do with
quick sales and good prices than honest packing, neat and trim crates
clearly marked, each package indicating by its stamp just such goods
as should be found within.

—

—

other than that grown at the College, is sliipped
Not being able to ship, at times, in car lots, much
of our goods has had to go by express, transportation charges being
Most of our
This, of course, materially reduces net proceeds.
high.
fruit has been sold in St. Louis, Chicago, and St. Paul.

Very
from this

The

little fruit,

point.

following figures

show the approximate

yield

and returns from

the six-acre commercial orchard after deducting cost of boxes, freights

and commissions:
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Year 1901, yield 550 bushels, net returns
Year 1902, yield 520 bushels, net returns
Year 1904, yield 1575 bushels, net returns
Total yield, 2645 bushels, net returns

$ 425 00

540 00
1535 00
.82500 00

As indicated under the heading "Cultivation and Cropping,"
first season was
one hundred dollars
The yield in peas the
for each acre in trees, or six hundred bushels.
next season was twenty bushels per acre, or one hundred and twenty
bushels from the six acres. At fifty cents a bushel for potatoes and
seventy-five cents a bushel for peas we have S390.00 for the two crops,
or 865.00 for each acre. The cost of trees, the preparation of land and
the planting of the six-acre orchard amounted to 866.75. As much
of the work of cultivating, pruning, harvesting, and otherwise caring
for the orchard was done by students, it was difficult to determine
accurately the labor item. Fifteen dollars an acre per annum for the
first three years, and thirty dollars an acre per annum since the orchard
came into bearing four years ago, is a liberal estimate for all expenses
incurred.
At these figures the orchard account at the end of the third
year was as follows:
the yield of sweet potatoes the

Credits on peas

and potatoes

8390 00

Cost of trees, preparing land and planting..8 66 75

Care of orchard

270 00 336 75

Balance to the credit of the orchard

8 53 25

Fifty-three dollars represents a good rental value on the land for

three years; at the end of which time
fruit-bearing

and

free

we had an orchard ready

for

from encumbrances.

Dividing the total net proceeds, 82500.00 for the three crop years,

by

three

we have an average

acre for each fruit year.

of 8833.33 for the orchard, or 8138.88 per

Dividing 82500.00 by four we have 8625.00

as an average for the orchard during the four years, or 8104.16 per

annum

for each acre.
Now, from 8104.16 deduct 830.00, the annual
expense for caring for each acre, and we have 874.16 as a clear gain on
each acre for each season during the past four years.

VARIETY ORCHARD.
As already indicated, the three-acre section occupying the more
elevated portion of the orchard is devoted to variety work with peaches
and plums. Two to three trees of each variety were planted. Some-
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thing more than one hundred varieties of peaches and twenty-live
of

phims are

Below is given a descriptive hst of
from their behavior here, are worthy of place in Missis-

in the tested hst.

varieties which,

orchards.

sippi

—Tree

Admiral Dewey.
Large,

foliage.

rather low and spreading.

showy blossoms.

Fruit

of

medium

Dense, green
size;

creamy

Flesh yellow and of fair quality; almost

yellow, with red cheek.

free.

Ripe June 15. A good bearer. Some rot during showery weather.
A promising variety for early market and for home use.
Alexander.

ium

to large

—A healthy,

and

spreading, symmetrical tree.

Fruit

med-

Peel greenish white with bright red cheek.

globular.

Flesh greenish white, ripening unevenly and clinging to the stone.

Rots badly during wet weather. A heavy and a regular bearer. Where
where so pruned as to admit a free circulation of
air and sunshine, fruit is more showy and of better quality.
Ripe
June^lOth. Possibly the best variety in its class.
trees stand apart or

Amelia.

—A

low, spreading, symmetrical tree.

firm, juicy

and good.

Champion.

medium

—A

to large;

Ripe July

good,

and heavy

bearer.

vigorous,

creamy white with red
Stone

at stone; quality excellent.

Ripe July

home

Desirable for

12.

healthy,

Fruit large, oval

Flesh yellowish white

pointed at apex; color, lemon with red blush.

free.

12.

orchard.

spreading tree.

Free from

Valuable for

Fruit

Flesh white, pink

blush.

rot,

home

and a regular
use and for

local market.

Chinese Cling.

with deep

—A

green foliage

well

and

known

old sort.

large leaves.

Low, spreading head

Fruit large to very large,

creamy white splotched with red. Flesh white, very juicy and
highly flavored. A shy bearer and rots badlly, especially during showery
weatiiier.
Of value only for home use and for local market. Ripe July
oval,

20.

Crawford's Early.

—Tree

tall

with spreading and rather slender

Fruit medium
Flesh yellow, firm, juicy and flavor par excellent.

to large; yellow with beautiful red cheek.

branches.

and very

desirable for

market and

for

home

use.

A good shipper
Ripe July 10.

Late.—Tree resembles that of Crawford's Early
and of greater vigor. Fruit large. Color
symmetrical
possibly more
Flesh similar to that of Crawford's
bright yellow with red cheek.
Crawford's
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A

Early.

Ripe July

No

freestone.

A

rot.

A

rather shy bearer.

good shipper.

20.

—

Elberta.
Low, spreading, open heads; an exceptionally uniform
and symmetrical grower. Fruit medium to large, oblong and slightly

Stone

flattened.

Color golden yellow with red cheek.

Flesh
peaches in the hst better to eat; but
valuable shipping and market variety, standing in a class
free.

yellow, red at the stone.

A

little rot.

to

In

itself.

season

its

Many

it is

the greatest of market varieties.

heavy

bearer; sometimes killed

at the

same time

escape.

by cold when other

varieties

A very
blooming

Ripe July 20th.

—Tree

spreading, an open head with well proand healthy grower. Fruit medium
Vigorous
portioned branches.
with carmine; flesh firm, melting,
washed
to large, greenish white,

Family Favorite.

A good

sub-acid.

Stone almost

Ripe July

free.

Gen. Lee.
grower.

—Low,

use and for local market.

No

rot.

5.

spreading, open heads; a vigorous and healthy

medium

Fruit

home

variety for

much improved by

to large; size

judicious

pruning and thinning. Color creamy white washed with light red.
A seedhng of Chinese Cling resembling its parent somewhat in both

and fruit; much better in many respects. Little or no rot, a regular
and heavy bearer. Decidedly the best clingstone in its season. Ripe
tree

July 25th.
Globe.

—A

vigorous, healthy, symmetrical grower.

Fruit large,

nearly round; rich golden color with red cheek; flesh yellow, juicy,
melting, rich

Some

rot.

and exquisitely

A

Greensboro.

Ripe August

slightly flattened.

Fruit

Heath

Much improved

—Tall,

season.

by

A

very heavy and a

thinning.

upright, grower.

sometimes washed with pale red.
Excellent for canning.

August 25th.

its

in size

Invaluable for local market and for

Cling.

A remarkably

to large,

Flesh white, juicy and of fair quality.

Decidedly the most showy peach of
fair shipper.

medium

oblong and
Ripens with Alexander; creamy white with bright

red cheek, a beautiful peach.

A

1st.

— Spreading, open well disposed heads.

healthy and uniform grower.

sure bearer.

Freestone and a good shipper.

flavored.

rather shy bearer.

A

Fruit

Almost

home

medium

freestone.

orchard.
size,

white,

Flesh white, firm, vinous, good.

regular bearer.

A home

variety.

Ripe

MISSISSIPPI
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low, dwarfish, spreading, coiiipact head; a vig-

Medium

orous and healthy grower.

size

somewhat

fruit,

flattened

and pointed at apex.

Greenish white peel washed with red. Flesh
deep red resembling that of Indian Blood; juicy, very acid until fully

when

ripe,

flavor

is

No rot; a heavy bearer; much imRipe June 5th. Should be in every

fairly good.

proved by pruning and thinning.

home

orchard.

Mamie

Ross.

—A

symmetrical, uniform, vigorous grower.

Fruit

creamy white with red cheek; a beautiful
access to air and sunshine.
Flesh white,

large to very large; beautiful

peach when

has free

fruit

red at stone; a half cling; flavor only
ping; attractive for

Orange
grower.

Cling.

home market; a

—Tall,

fair;

too tender for distant ship-

little

inclined to rot; ripe June 25th.

well rounded,

open heads; a good healthy

Fruit large, almost round, beautiful golden color with bright

red blush.

Flesh yellow, juicy, rich, excellent.

preserving.

Should be in every home orchard.

Old Mixon Free.

—

spreading,

Tall,

well

vigorous and, in every way, a perfect tree.

Fine for canning and
rot. Ripe August 5.

No

rounded,
Fruit

open heads;

medium

in size,

globular; white with red cheek; flesh white, red at stone, sub-acid,
flavor

Too small

for

Stump
Fruit

Freestone; no rot, a productive and a regular bearer.

good.

market but excellent

tlie

medium

World.

—A

for

home

Ripe July

use.

20.

very satisfactory tree in most respects.

to large, white with red blush; flesh white, juicy, highly

flavored; productive; little or

no

rot; freestone;

a

fairly

good shipper;

ripe July 25.

Triumph.

—An

upright,

vigorous and healthy.
red.

Some

Fruit

tall

tree

medium

with long,
size,

slender

dull yellow

branches;

washed with

Flesh yellow, juicy and of fairly good flavor. A half cling.
rot during wet seasons, a remarkably heavy and regular bearer.

In the hands of the intelligent orchardist who will keep the tree severely
pruned and the fruit properly thiimed the Triumph is perliaps the most
valuable peach in

its

season.

Ripe June

10.

Sneed.—Tree and habits of growth very similar to that of Chinese
Remarkably vigorous and healthy. Fruit large, creamy

Cling.

white with small red cheek. Flesh white, very juicy, but of poor
quality.
Its chief value lies in the fact that it is the first peach of the
Until a better variety takes its place it will be much in demand
season.

PEACH AND PLUM CULTURE.
for local

market and

for

home

Very attractive and but

use.

A regular bearer and fairly productive.

inclined to rot.

Variety for variety's sake

little

May

20.

Of several kinds

of little value.

is

Ripe

same time choose the best, one or two varieties at most,
and discard the rest; and so for each ripening throughout the season.
While the following list of tested varieties includes some kinds of more
ripening at the

or less merit, the seven-year test here in the Station orchard indicates

that the varieties above described should have

which follows those marked

list

(b) are less meritorious;

marked
Beauty Blush;

have decided merit; those marked
(c), fruit good or excellent in

(a)

Late;

(f),

Bylen's Late;
Choice;

(b), Chair's

Cobler's Indian;

Everbearing;

not worthy of place in our

(f),

(b),

,

Lemon

(b)

,

Muir;

(d),
(c)

(d)

,

,

Cling;

marked

(a),

(b),

(a),

Emma;

(d),

Honey;

(c),

Free;

(a),

(a)

Hughes 1. X.
Lady Ingold;

(d),

Mt. Rose;

Onderdonk;

(c),

poor;

Chinese Free;

Eaton's Golden;

(d),

(d),

Angel;

Bustin's October; (d), Baldwin's

Chinese Honey;

Lemon

(b)

(c),

list:

Imperial; (b), Jesse Kerr; (b),

(f).

Nix Late;

(f),

(f),

Foster; (b), Hobson;

L.; (a), Husted's Early;
(a)

(c),

Crosby;

(b),

In the

marked

those

quality but trees not suited to this latitude; those

those

place.

first

(c),

(b),

Pallas;

Mrs. Brett;

(f),

Peen To;

Rivers; (d), Sallie Worrel; (b), Schley; (b), Salway; (d), Steadly;
Stinson's October; (b) Tillotson;

Troth's Early;

or Ringold Chng;

Victoria;

(c),
(f),

William's Cling;

The orchard contains over

(f),

Waldo;

(f),

(f),

Snow

Cling; (b), Thurber;

Wheatly;
Wonderful.
(a),

fifty varieties

(b),

Wilkins,

not yet sufficiently tested

to report.

PLUMS.
Abundance.

—A spreading,

and healthy grower.
purplish red.

Fruit

well rounded,

medium

open head.

to large, yellow skin

A

vigorous

washed with

Flesh yellow, firm, juicy, of best qualit}^; adheres to seed;

an excellent shipper. As its name indicates, it is an abundant and
regular bearer. Must be severely pruned and carefully thinned if best
results are desired.
Some rot. Ripe June 20.
Burbank.
grower.

—A

low,

spreading,

well rounded,

compact, vigorous

Fruit nearly round, yellow washed with cherry red; flesh,

deep yellow, firm, juicy, good when ripe. An excellent shipper and
one of the best market kinds. Like Abundance it is apt to make too
much wood and to set too much fruit. Pruning and thinning is the

MISSISSIPPI

remedy. Rots
Wipe July 5.
Milton.

— Low,

wet

during

considerably

weather.

A

clingstone.

Remark-

spreading, compact, well rounded head.

symmetrical, vigorous and healthy.

abl}'
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KXPKRIMENT STATION.

Quite an ornamental

tree.

A

very regular and heavy bearer. Fruit small to medium; bright red
changing to deeper shade as it matures; flesh yellow, very juicy, melting
of delicious flavor; too small and too delicate for distant market
but par excellent for local market and for home use, especially for
eating from the hand.
No rot. If but one plum tree near the house
Ripe June 10.
I should plant Milton.

and

Ogon.

—Tree a good,

healthy grower, a regular and heavy bearer.

Fruit a yellowish white; flesh yellow, firm and only fair in quality.

A perfect freestone. Some rot.
Ripe June

ing sort.

Red June,
branches.

Red Nagate.

or

medium

Fruit

Not

list.

Prolific

Chabot.

and very

—Habits

of

— An

bearer.

Possibly the best shipping

Ripe June

similar

medium

for

home

to

Red

June.

in

Fruit

yellow

Flesh yellow, firm.

Rots but

and very soon

plum

10.

to large size.

— Quality good to best.

Tree inclined to blight

Desirable

age.

upright grower with long slender

flesh yellow, firm, clinging to seed.

reliable.

tree

washed with red, and of
Ripe July 10.
Wild Goose.

good cook-

to large, pointed, purplish red peel covered

with heavy bloom. Skin tough;
Juicy, sud-acid, only fair quality.
the

desirable for market; a

25.

little;

after

it

a

fairly

good

reaches bearing

use.

Test here during past seven years indicates that the following

named varieties of plums are of little or no value: Chase, Fellensburg,
German Prune, Gold Drop, Lombard, Pottawattanice, Prunus Pissardii.

Prune Tragedy, Satsuma, or Blood, Shippers Pride, Semoni,

Shropshires Damson, Washington

Referring to page

heavy clay over a

1,

Way land,

Willard.

paragraph on "Soil":

Trees on the

light colored sticky, poorly drained subsoil"

"stitf,

have

Quite a large percentage
a rather poor and unhealthy growth.
On the "deep,
Fruit has lacked color and flavor.
of them have died.
strong clay loam over an orange colored clay subsoil," the trees have

made

grown rather too vigorously. In this section of the orchard it has been
Much cutting
difficult to keep wood growth within proper limits.
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PEACH AND PLUxM CULTURE.

back and taking out interior branches so as to admit light and air has
been necessary, j Rather more fruit has set on these trees than in other
On the "hght grayish colored soil" the trees
parts of the orchard.
are of medium size, require but little pruning, produce a fair amount
of fruit of good quahty, but the trees show signs of "playing out."
One or two years more will end their period of usefulness. On the "red
clay over the deeper red subsoil," the trees are of medium size, but healthy, well shaped and require but little pruning.
The fruit, on this
section, is invariably more highly colored, freer from defects, more
uniform in size and shape and more highly flavored than that from
other parts of the orchard.

Abundance Plums.

